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What to Save
How to /Avoid Crospollination
Basic:Seed-Saving-Methods
Storing<Seeds & Germination<fests
TipsforsSaving-Seeds/of ‘Different Vegetables
V4




ShouldyYouSaveSeeds?

Home garden seed:savers:

® 52 YU to ¥ ISeSRamils2ed fuQKASSas &l YS
commerciaksupphliers

@ Canssavewhat suits their gardemconditions

w Savessubstantiahmoney

But...it takes: time:and;space:
@ Bestitossaveseedsdfroml2 plants, notfromjust 1/plant

@ Plantscaccupy gardern space fordongiperiods|untiliseeds riper
(biennialsttake upspace fors2cgrowing seasons)



Annuals

o Flowers-and seeds-developtin-thersamesseasonthe plant/is sowr

E.g.,;Beans;{peas;lettuce, summerdaroccol; corn;-cucumbers ar
squashes; mustard greens,arugulaliradishes




Biennials

Flowers:&sseedsdevelop inthe:seconM ' -
growing season:(after wintemch®) |

o Roots:Beets;carrots; deeksc&ioniorgs
parsnips,winter radish, turnipsiand . 2 5
rutabagas AT

w Cabbage family: Kale; lcabbage,

kohlrabi, jpurplessprouting loraccoli, g
winter cauliflower o

A Others:Swissichard;parsley,
endive, celery:& celeriac
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Most or@qumdmn{.dnpeg/e
Y 0O2XeLISE.S Q  F

X YeSing/bAty e & 2riblKparebrf iSthegamFSWeF £ S LI
w Seltfertile: E:g.,/ Tomatoslettuce,cabbagefamily, legumes

w Selfinfertile: E:g.,,Apples,
pears,ccabbage,cauliflower |
have pollen thatds geneticall
iIncompatiblewithitheir
own eggceells



Some-plants have -separate:male ¢
female flowers

@ Plantswith-hoth:sexestof flowers on-thesame plant:nCorn,
cucumbers;squash & pumpkinsg melons

@ Largefruited kiwi has-male and-female flowers ernsseparate plan

Female flowers have :

miniature fruit behind
the blossom
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OPwsHHybrids (F1)

@ OP:.(©@pemnpollinated| plants: have: maleland female parents fron
the samewvariety: Seeds>fronr OR plantscproduce predictable
offspring iifofftype plants:are culledtat-each generation

@ H@ O NKRE Ye fitorh NBofcthidultibaNBbreFINRB Y H
When crossed; thefoffspring (F1rgeneration) are vigorous, with
predictable characteristics, BUT: pltants grown fromcseeds:save
from hybridswill-be variable &mnot:like ¢the

parent plants
Many plants-hybridize naturally & gardeners,cary;
encourage hybridizationto-generate newr\varietig

'

Pippi is an F2 generation dag %



2Kl s heQrdsoal? 2 dzNJ

To preserve avariety?For parenis, choose plants masttike the
original type;rremove ofty & biSits dJioh tyeitdem 20Ndr R 2

To iimprovesa variety or-save anunusualimutation?<Choose pare
plants that/look: the-best, show the-desired-characteristics

What is:a‘desirabledepends on-the plant:

w Earlyflowering-=early:-harvest:useful for-beans,speas
w Lateflowering-=dongermharvest: i summer:lettuce,deeks
w Frostthardiness:ywinter lettuce, biennialdaroccoli

@ Heatitoleranece: summerleftucepannuabbroccoli



Choosing’Parent/ Plants

Consider:

@ Whole plant:-Healthy F 4
appearance;isize,vgour | 3 |
@ LeavesiHealthy-colour,size |
@ Fruit;: Normal-oridesirable shape |
colour, flavour
Tie a label on desirable parent
plants for future reference |




Genetics/ 101

Genesinparents Genesimnext generations

S

Choosing plants-for aN
particular characteristicinereases

the proportion of genesforthat

characteristicin'the nextcgeneration, but ittakes
many generationstotstabilize, characteristics




The Cros®ollination Problem

@ Wind pollinatediflowers: Beets,
chard, all-cabbage: familydneluding
radishes sspinachocorn

@ Insectpollinated flowers:/Mast
fruit and some vegetables,

including-some 'that are,wind

pollinated

2 dz Iy Q
varieties mus t be

Q
ISolated to ensure
ass R a

A a



Isolating RParent Plants

@ In time: Save:seedsdrom plantsiwit
Fofv2ig SINRY-2Tonlt AvY 1S &
with related plants

@ By distaneeGrow:seed plantsc0
to 1,000rm-awayrfrom plants that
could cross

@ With barmriers Coverpparent plants
with floating row cover;insect =
netting or windowsscreen:cages to gy
keep outiinsects-thandpollinate) S




|solating /RarentPlants

In homegardens:

@ Planitocgrowoonly lavariety: of:each Kind-of plant forseed each
season

@ Removelflowers of all plants that couldeross-withsthose being
grown for seed

In community-gardensroraneighbourhoods witlhhadot of(gardens:
@ Covercorccageyourown seed plants

OR:

w Coordinatewithoother gardenerson-what to.grown:out for
seed«achseason



Hand /RPollination

@ Gently rmove-polienwithin
or betweeniflowerswith:a X"
small, soft-paintbrush |

@ Repeatsseveral times for
eachfflowertto-mimic
pollinator visits

@ Washithebrush before
usingoncothervarieties



Avoid Cressing with/ \Weeds

@ LabrdNINERs Ovdrh CONRrarA’s |geknl KarvtdzSSY | VY
@ Lettucecrasswithwiild:lettuce/prickly lettuce
@ Mustards,Chinese-cabbage cross withiwilci mustards

Control weedsrin/the area torensure pure:seedscorcoverparent
plants and-hand polinate
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LowestRisk/afrcressing

CropswithsseHertile flowers ithat-arenotpollinated by insects:

w Peas:&beans:(exceptscarletrunner beans). FHowers are
alreadyfertilized:whemn open

« Tomatoes:&dettuce are/wind §Es
pollinated; pollenfallswithin B8
the flowers
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SeedsSaving Steps

=

Choose:andabel parent plants

Wait until seedsrmature on/plant,
then harvest

Labeleverything

Dry seeds!thoroughly

Separate seeds fromopods or/hulls
Cleancorwinnowi if mecessary

.-beland store
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